IJZ              DAVIS    OFF    THE    ICE-CLIFF    COASTS
sailed away, if he would find them there when he returned the
following year.
There was less risk in electing to live on the Shackleton Shelf
than appears at first sight, for the ice was probably 500 feet thick
and well aground; in addition to which, Wild's Party had no
desire to return to New Zealand in the Aurora, and this was their
only opportunity of setting up a station. Its erection, apart from
the wireless installation, was completed in a week, though it was
interrupted by one moderate blizzard that deposited 6 feet of snow.
Wild's Party soon found that they had come to a region of very
heavy precipitation. They were less than 200 miles from Gauss-
berg where the pack had been depressed below sea level by the
weight of snow. It was not long, therefore, until the station was
buried, except for the highest point of the roof, and convenient
passages were easily dug in the enveloping snowdrifts. From
March 4th to 6th a blizzard raged and deposited 12 feet of snow.
After an interval of one day there was another storm, lasting from
the yth to the 9th, when the wind reached a velocity of 90 miles an
hour. Obviously the wireless masts could not be erected. An
ice-capped island, named Masson Island, appeared in clear weather
about 40 miles away to the north-east and has the distinction of
being the first island discovered in barrier ice.
On March i4th, Wild took a reconnoitring party to the south,
where the ice-clad slopes of the continent rose rapidly to a height
of 3,000 feet. The new land was reached on the following day
when numerous crevasses appeared and camp was pitched on the
lower slopes of the hills, with magnificent icefalls on each side.
These were examined on the morning of the i6th and in the after-
noon a gale came on with heavy drift that kept the party in its tents
until noon of the iyth. The camp of March 18th was pitched at a
height of 1,410 feet, above which the work of hauling the sledges
became more laborious, and the two following days were occupied
in advancing 9 miles to a height of 2,000 feet. On the 2ist a dis-
tance of 7! miles was accomplished, to a height of 2,220 feet,
which took them over the rim of the plateau, and then a whole
week's blizzard held them up. The tents were nearly buried in
snow and the party had to turn back on March 3oth, after leaving
a depot at a height of 2,600 feet. The station was reached on
April 6th.
The wireless masts were at last erected, but they only remained
standing until the first blizzard.   Winter passed almost, though